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copies of a style that was not understood or appreciated, but also*
generally from their being unsuited for the use to which they
were applied. To these defects it must be added, that the whole-
style is generally characterised by a vulgarity it is difficult to*
understand in a people who have generally shown themselves cap-
able of so much refinement in former times."*

A Buddhist building lately erected in Colombo, is-
thus described by a local paper : " The building is a very
pretty structure, a vaulted roof with a fine dome, gothic
windows, doors and a porch, with parapet battlements of"
classic design, being very effective." This is a typical
illustration of Mr. Growse's statement t that in India1
" the essence of European architecture is supposed to con-
sist in a reckless disregard of all recognized canons of*
ornament and proportion."

It would be easy to multiply examples of the degene-
ration of Indian crafts, but, as the fact is generally ad-
mitted, it will be more profitable to consider the causes*
of this degeneration and the possibilities of arresting it..
The causes fall into two groups, external and internal;,
very closely related, it is true, but for convenience consi-
dered separately. To take the external first, we have t0"
consider chiefly the attitude of the British Government
in India and in England, the influence of the general"
export demand, the tourist demand, and the influence of"
the personal example of Europeans in India. We meet
first with the deliberate discouragement of Indian produc*
tion where it in any way competed with English, and
sometimes even where it did not. The first result of*
British trade with India was to open to India a new
mai^ket for her textiles in particular. But when it was-

*   Ferguson, 'Indian   and   Eastern   Architecture' 1899 ed
p. 385,
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